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QUITET ELEGANCE 1IN S HE
HEART OF PITTS BURIGH

IKE MANY DIAMONDS, the house

that sits discreetly back on one of the

most beautiful streets in the city was in

the rough when the owner first saw it.

“I walked through the front door and
immediately loved the home, but envisioned five
or six changes I would make,” she recalls. Standing
in the entrance hall five years later, after changes
too numerous to count, she laughs as she points
out just a few:

A new, custom front door and sidelights made
to resemble old glass; honed limestone floors
accented with the same green granite that now
surrounds the three fireplaces downstairs; display
cases and bookcases built into the living room and
dining room; and a dramatic mirrored wall where
once a door interrupted. All this before we
approach the real changes. “The major thing was
opening up the back of the house,” she says.

That would be an understatement.

The house, built in 1929, had been through a
series of renovations at the hands of previous
owners, but none had been extensive enough to
destroy the character of the residence. Much of it
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COMFORT AND CHARM Top, LerT: Flanked by flowers, a flagstone path
leads to the stately entryway.



written by MARYLYNN URICCHIO | photographs by ROY ENGELBRECHT
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ABoVE: By raising the ceiling and adding pine paneling and a fireplace, this space was transformed into the much-used family room.
French doors at right (not shown) open onto an expansive stone terrace. Rug by Elizabeth Eakins. Painting by Mary Sipp Green.
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TIMELESS ELEGANCE Top: The silk and wool rug and mirrored wall were chosen by
interior designer Mikell Schenck to create glamour in the living room. The fireplace is
surrounded with the same green granite used throughout the home. All woodwork and
moldings are new, while many of the furnishings are family heirlooms. sorrom: The formal
dining room is a study in symmetry and perfect for intimate dinners. A Rose Tarlow walnut
table anchors the center, while shelves (not shown) hold the owner's collection of blue and
white porcelain. Sideboard by David latesta. Chandelier by Holly Hunt.

had been cosmetic, rather than structural,
working with existing issues rather than try-
ing to correct them. At the same time, it was
the home’s idiosyncracies that appealed to
the owner and gave the house its quirky
charm. How to update the residence for
today’s lifestyle yet retain its integrity and
personality?

“I had architect Tony Stillson come in
to take a look and verify my thoughts, and
he did. He designed and delivered all those
changes,” she says. “I knew other clients of
his and had seen his work and liked it very
much—his incredible attention to detail,
bringing light into the home and creating
livable spaces.”

That is very much the end result. The
home sparkles with warmth and sunlight,
and around every corner there is a welcom-
ing spot to relax and enjoy. Regardless of
the task, the occasion or the season, the
home offers comfort and quiet elegance.
Working with the architect, a plan was
devised that would create more space but
remain in keeping with the home’s scale.
The ceiling was raised in the existing family




GOURMET APPOINTMENTS Top: Cream-colored custom cabinetry and honed limestone floors are paired with green granite counters
to create a serene environment which continues throughout the kitchen to an adjoining butler's pantry. Appliances by Wolf and Sub-Zero.

BoTTOM, LEFT: An unusual cubby space—original to the house—was put to good use as a cookbook nook. Bottom, riGHT: This sunny casual
dining area, which connects the family room and kitchen, is the result of a small addition to the house.
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BED, BATH & BLISS The master suite attests to the owner's love of the sea, with blue grays and creams creating a summery haven

year-round. The adjacent marble-clad bath opens onto the rooftop terrace.
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room, and the exterior rear wall was
removed to allow for a small addition. That
effectively linked the kitchen and family
room together via a new casual dining and
sitting area. French doors and over-sized
windows look out onto the terrace, which
was extended to run the length of the house.

Above the addition is one of the home’s
most remarkable spots—a spacious outdoor
terrace covered in bluestone that can be
accessed from the master suite. A giant fire-
place, added when a new chimney was built
to accommodate the one below in the fami-
ly room, is used year-round. The effect is
rather like being in a giant tree house, very
private and romantic.

“We were just up there with a fire the
other night. It’s a nice place to sit and read
the morning papers, or lie in the sun in
the afternoon. My favorite son-in-law has
established a Christmas Eve tradition. After
church we make a fire and gather round and
make s’mores and sing carols. When you'’re



up there, even when you're in the middle of the
city, because of the mature trees you don’t see
other homes.”

The owner participated in every phase of the
year-and-a-half-long project and every decision,
right down to the moldings that generously adorn
each room. The rounded arches that initially
bothered her now remind her of “a quaint English
cottage, a storybook house,” and many of the
home’s eccentricities were incorporated into the
design. What had been an empty hole in the wall
with a bench beneath is now a cookbook cup-
board. A similar space in the totally renovated
basement holds oversized kitchen items, such as
lobster pots.

When it was time to turn her attention to fur-
nishing the home, she enlisted the aid of interior
designer Mikell Schenck, who has worked with

Stillson many times. With her children grown, the
owner was moving from a large, traditional home in Fox Chapel and wanted to

use much of what she already owned. ROOFTOP RETREAT The expansive second
“I wanted a change in the feeling and style of my living space. I thought floor terrace was built over the kitchen addition.
Mikell could help me articulate that. It’s such a serene and calming environment, A log-burning fireplace makes it usable much of
even though it absorbs chaos very well. I give Mikell credit for that. The colors the year, while its position amid the treetops
S provides privacy.

Stephanie Veenis
“ENERGY TO MOVE MILLIONS”

Homes of Disfinction speciali ‘ 4 — — ‘ We ' SS h O u Se
pecialist  USAA _. x| B .
Relocation Associate e Christie’s Great Estates . | ’ %%ﬂ vou | | d eS I g n e rS
specialist « multi-vear top office producer o ol el g PP : .
Platinum-evel producer, Realtors Association - pr AR . . WI l l m ake
of Metro Pittshurgh  National Sales ; , B \ ,, :
Excellence Club (top 5% of Realtors) o o/ = : you r h ome
ey a work of art.

A 30+ year resident of - - :
the region, Stephanie 0. . Meet Ron and Stan, two of

is knowlegeable in ol | e Yo our talented designers.

espects ofthe rea. She Weisshouse designers know
posesses high energy, a

strong work ethic and top
fime management skills.

how to make your vision a
reality. In fact, since 1943, we
have been helping to transform

' \ / the house you live in into the
oward ' home that you love. Call or
annans stop in our showroom to speak

with a designer today.

412-963-6301 ext. 250

Howard Hanna Fox Chapel Office

Piﬂsbu]rglz OPZLG:SI;I?\;LrEi?JU?SZSS \Y& ,lSSI OUSE 324 5. Highiand Ave « Pgh PA 15206 « 412.441.8888 « weisshouse.com




canyou imagine..

aschool where kindergarteners are painting Picasso and
astarathleteis the lead in the play? It happens here.

October 25 November 5
Lower School Visit Day All School Open House
9-11 AM 9-11 AM

Schedule your personal visit to Ll SEVWICKLEY
Sewickley Academy today. We 000

. ® A C A D E M Y
can’t wait to show you around!

315 Academy Avenue. Sewickley, PA 15143
www.sewickley.org | 412.741.2235

“Feathers

R “SuabDysi
shopatfeatiersscom. =

<<

are neutral and everything flows together.
Simple, elegant and easy are words that
could describe her style.”

Schenck is known for imbuing interi-
ors with sophistication and subtle luxury.
Using texture, patina and a creamy palette,
she combined luxe materials with old wood
and the cool refinement of stone. A unify-
ing factor is the limestone floor that runs
from the front door through the kitchen,
and the same granite on the fireplace is
used for the kitchen counters and powder
room floor. Random plank pine gives the
family room a rustic, relaxed quality, while
a silk rug in the living room keeps the front
of the house more formal. Most of the fur-
niture was re-covered and re-configured
from the previous residence. With three
bedrooms and three baths on the second
floor and more on the third, having the fur-
niture in hand was a huge timesaver.

“My client assembled the project’s
team and communicated a clear design
vision. She allowed the team to use experi-
ence and knowledge to accomplish the
goal: create the home in her head,”
Schenck says. “Her humor, steady support
and close involvement had a significant
impact on most architectural and design
decisions. It’s fabulous when a client says ‘I
really love this, it feels like I belong here.’
We didn’t want the house to have our
imprint, we wanted it to have hers.”

Clearly delighted with the end result,
the owner has indeed gone on to give it a
personal imprint. Her Lab has the run of
the house, leaving paw prints and chew toys
on the soft rugs. Family photos and other
mementoes abound, as do the books that
fill so many shelves. Little collections are
displayed here and there, along with paint-
ings and china—nothing fussy, but homey
in the best sense of the word.

“I wanted a place my children could
come home to, and that could accommo-
date lots of people for entertaining. Yet I
didn’t want to feel overwhelmed on a daily
basis. This is a little big house or a big little
house. It expands to include everybody. But
when I’'m here by myself I never feel like it’s
too much house.” &

Marylynn Uricchio is the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette's society editor and Seen columnist.



